Secretary’s Report 2011
Good evening and welcome to this year’s AGM.

This hasn’t been the easiest of years, with harsh economic realities and harsher weather frustrating our attempts to recruit and retain members.
For the first year since the clubhouse inspired revival, membership has  declined albeit slightly. It has been a year when the club’s successes have been ones of quality more than quantity. 
Late April saw the summer season open with an American Mixed tournament which was won by the Tom Fenoughty and Annette Yates triumphing over a small but keen field .

The main summer playing season - details to follow from your captains - was a successful one with one team The Juniors winning their league and all the others finishing mid table in competitive leagues. No mean feat given the loss this season of Anthony Sharpe who’d been a mainstay of several teams before his move north. One particularly satisfying feature of the league season was the successful move into adult tennis of several of our juniors.
The last notable early-season success was junior Esther Jones being selected for the Yorkshire under 10s team that won the County Championship.

League tennis continued into late summer with Moorgate teams in both mixed and mens late summer leagues. August and September also saw the annual tournament which I volunteered to organise, then let Martin do most of the work. Again, despite rain, holidays and the start of the football season, a large number of matches got played in time to deliver our finalists for the penultimate Sunday in September. Again several of our promising juniors gave good accounts of themselves in adult company. Finals day was graced by one or two new faces and plenty of the usual suspects. I may have to take more of a hand in the draw this year as again I only made it onto court as an umpire.

Winners received their trophies at the 3rd annual Moorgate Dinner and Dance which was again held at Rotherham Golf Club and hugely enjoyed by all present. 
The other landmark social cum tennis event sadly didn’t take place this year. Our indoor American mixed previously Tinsel and tennis; latterly tinnies and tennis failed to attract enough entrants to be viable.

Team Tennis – Captains Reports
Ladies S&D; Anne

Ladies Midweek S Yorks.; Lynne

S&D Mixed; Diane

Mens S&D 1sts ; Andrew
Mens S&D 2nds; Rob
Mens Midweek S Yorks; Daniel

Winter League; Martin
Grove Floodlit League: Rob
Thank Captains

Social tennis been less well attended than in the last couple of years; the weather gave us a poor start with an unhelpful number of cold, dark and damp Monday evenings in April and May when habits are formed and previously we’ve been able to show potential new members Moorgate at its best.

Sunday morning social tennis has continued through the winter although again the weather has been far from kind. It is still on and will continue at least until Monday nights restart. All are welcome and if anyone knows a better way to ease yourself into the summer season, let me know.
Over the course of the year we’ve had a couple of working party mornings when members have fought the good fight against leaves, brambles and overhanging branches. We’ve only made limited progress though against the moss growing on the courts closest to the cemetery and it’s become clear that resurfacing cannot be postponed much longer. 
The committee have been working to put together a plan to make this happen and to floodlight two courts. Annette rejoined the committee largely to help with this and with Paul, Steve and Brian taking the lead, we’re close to submitting an application for Clubmark status which will open up LTA funding. We’ll talk about this at greater length later in the meeting.
Finally, I’d like to thank all the Club officials and committee members who have all volunteered their valuable time to keep the club running, who all do their bit as well. Should anyone like to nominate a member on to the committee, please do so at item 9 of the agenda (Election of Officers).

Rob Wood
Hon. Sec.

